ILE. gas-guzzling  air-
lines have borne the
brunt of criticism from

A environmentalists as
they, wage' war on climate! change,
ship operators are also under pres-
sure to clean up their act

In the shipping lanes which straddle
the/globe, from the South{Chinajsea ta
the frozen:North seafarers; are becom:
ing increasingly aware of their impact
ori the planet

And in the battle to curb) fuel con-
sumption and’ €2 emissions. thou-
sands of ship owners have turned to the
expertisel of Morth Fast scientists for
help: 3

On the/south bank of the Tyne sits
Gateshead's largest private sector em-
ployer, the International’ Paint plant
owned by industrial juggernaut Akzo
Nobel.

Wichin the walls of the sprawlingl |

factory, the endeavours of the men and
wonen inwhite coats continues toplay.
3 major. role in saving the planet by
developing special paints foruse on the
high seas.

Since the mid-70s [nternational Paint -

hasbeen arthe forefrant of anti-fouling
technology which:saves hugeilevels of;

the high' seas

fuel by, preventing; marine life, from |

attaching Itself to/the hull'of ships.
According to International Paint, if

ships didn't use anti-fouling coatings, |

flel consumption would increase by as
much as 40%.

Meanwhile the company estimates
that anti-fouling coatings provide the
shipping industry with annual (el sav:
Ingsiol £18.4bn and reduced COemis,
sians of 450 million tonnes

Marketing operations: manager. Jim
Brown said: “For. shipping, fuel effi-
ciency and environmentalimpactis an
area: where fouling control”coatings
have and| will’continue to have a sig-
nificantirole

“With an estmated 350, million tons
of fuel consumed annually by the
worldis fleet, there 1§ an ever-increasing
focus. on shipping’s’ environmental
footprint. S s

And’ the success of dnternational
paint; whichis making waves with its
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Andrew Mernin finds out how
scientists on Tyneside are cleaning up |

biocide-free foull release Inersleek
product, has firmly, established Felling:
on the global radar of sea-dogs alllover
the world:
Paints developed by scientists an
Tyneside have been applied to 38.000
ships, representing over one billion
deadweight tonnes, 5,000 ship owners
in ports ini150 countries i g
Lastmonth the companywelcomed a
visit ffom a Chinese government del:
egation-as part of the United Nations
Development Program (UNDE)
China is striving to eradicate the use
of palluting substances in anti-fouling
coatings used by lishing vessels and
officials were keen to learn from the
expertise available a the Felling plant.
Tulian Huster, product regulatory af:
fairs manager, said:1n China antt-foul-
ing. paintsi applied’ to small fishing
| boats are typically, manufactured'and
supplied by small local firms:

=These suppliers do notihave experl-
ise inevaluating the safety of products
and'in somecases products containing
|+ environmel ¢ damaging substances
are used inipaints applied'to fishing:
baats: e

“The. Chinese government and the
international  communiry.  became
| aware ofithis last year,and the United
Nations allocate a grant to China:to
remove these produces from the mar:

2 them: with more: en:

lendly alternatives

THe | Chinese!delegation: looks setito
be!followed by other international vis-
" its to/the North East as shipping firms
come under’ Increasing | pressure <0

meet tighter fuel efficiency (argets.
I*In’ the meantime the company, IS
looKing 10’ step up its presence in
| the Asian market with thel news last
| \weekiol s new development laboratory

in Singapore; 4 £

SCIENCE OF THE SEATh [rica ship, one of the four largest tankers in the world, has been {reated with/International Paint's Intersleek product:




